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POLITICAL. 
The Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 19th July, referring to the Cirenlation, 


The Amir Abdul Rahman Civil war in Afghanistan , remarks that, £25 cupies. 


Khan and Aiyub Khan. = instead of rendering any pecuniary 
aid to the Amir Abdul Rahman Khan, the Government should 
endeavour to effect a reconciliation between him and Aiyub 
Khan and prevent bloodshed. True it is very difficult for 
them to come to terms with each other, because Aiyub Khan 
will demand nothing less than the cession of Kandahar, and 
the Amir will obviously never agree to that, However, we 
should interfere and propose such terms as may be accept- 
able to both of them. If they agree to our terms, well and 
good; if not, we should allow them to fight. 


The Aftdb-t-Panjdb of the 18th July states that the saying ¢ 
W is true that the voice of the people is 
8 the voice of God. When the Govern- 


ment intended to abandon Kandahar, the * and the 
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native press unanimously declared that, as soon as the British 
troops evacuated Kandahar, Aiyub Khan would again endeav- 
our to seize it. The events have shown that the predictions of 


the public were not unfounded. The Amir Abdul Rahman 


Khan does not appear to be a very able man. Although he 
has been on the throne of Kabul for one year and has received 
great aid from the Government of India in the shape of gifts 
of money and arms, he has not been able to so far strengthen 
his position that his rival could not have the courage to attack 
his country. He has not even succeeded in winning the good- 
will of the Sardars at Kabul. As soon as his army suffers 
any defeat at Kandahar they will rebel and cast in their lot 
with Aiyub Khan. It appears from news received from Af. 
ghanistan that he has been continually sending money and 
arms to Afghan Turkestan, apparently with the object of 
taking asylum there in the event of his defeat. This shows 
his weakness and timidity. Probably he will not be able to 
defeat Aiyub Khan, who is undoubtedly a very shrewd man. 
When he fled from Kandahar after his defeat by General 
Roberts he had nothing left with him. But he has been 
able to collect a large army again in so short a time. The 
question is what should be the policy of the Government. 
In our opinion the Government should not interfere. Who- 


ever is succeessful in the end, it should recognize him as the 
de facto ruler of Kabul. : 


The Qaisar-al-Akhbdr of the 17th July states that 
Russia has been extending her con- 
quests in Central Asia for the last 
twenty years. Whenever she obtained any fresh victory in 
that part of the country, and rejoicings were held at St. 
Petersburgh in its honour, the British Ambassador at the 
Russian capital at once reported the matter to the English 
Government and urged the necessity of checking the further 
progress of Russian arms in Central Asia. But the English 
Government considered any interference unnecessary: until 


Russia and England. 
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th peace in India should be endangered by their advance. 
It was under the impression that it would take them at 
least one hundred years to reduce the warlike and inacces- 
ble countries in Central Asia to subjection, and that the 
British army could easily inflict a crushing defeat on them 
on the frontier of India if they succeeded in getting there. 
But events have belied these anticipations. The Russians 
have succeeded in conquering the tribes in Central Asia 
in twenty years. It appears from telegrams lately received 
from London that they have occupied Ashkabad. If they 
have really reached Ashkabad, which is only about 100 
miles frora Herat, we should act as if they were already 
knocking at the door of India. The Government should now 


at once adopt some effectual measures to prevent the Rus- 
sians from establishing their influence in Afghanistan. The 
civil war that is at present going on in Afghanistan will offer 


them a great temptation to interfere in the affairs of that 
country. If the Government of India does not settle the 
quarrel between the Amir Abdul Rahman Khan and Aiyub 
Khan in a manner which will satisfy both of them, but 
renders aid to one of them, Russia is sure to espouse the 
cause of the other. Now that the Russian boundary has been 
extended so near to the Indian frontier, a quarrel will ere long 


arise between Russia and England, because the Russians will 


never cease intriguing and their intrigues will not long remain 
undetected. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nér of the 16th July 
The late Entrance makes some complaints about the late 


. 


Examination of the Panjab 


University. Entrance Examination of the Lahore 
University College which was held in May last. (1) Some 


candidates had succeeded in obtaining copies of some questions 
before the examination took place. This shows that sufficient 


care was not taken in printing the questions. We ask the 


University authorities to declare solemnly whether another set 
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of questions was prepared and set to the candidates. (2) The 


question-papers were so badly printed that they were not very 
legible. Consequently those questions which any candidate 
could not read had to be explained to him by the men 
in charge of the examination. This necessarily created great 
disorder. (3) Some men were appointed examiners in several 
gubjects, which was against rule. When one man has to 
examine a large number of papers in a limited time, he can- 
not examine them with sufficient care. (4) As it is optional 
with the candidates to answer the questions in some subjects 
in English or Urdu, a vernacular translation of the questions 
is prepared for the Urdu-reading candidates. There were 
many mistakes in the vernacular translations of the questions. 

The. mistakes must have puzzled the candidates, and some of 
them must have been unable to answer some questions 
owing to the mistakes. The writer points out some of the mis- 
takes made in the, vernacular translations of the questions. (5) 
Obviously the examiners had no idea of the capacity of the oun- 
didates. The questions they set were intended rather to dis- 
play their own knowledge than to test that of. the examinees, 
The questions set at the last examination, especially in mathe- 
matics, were very difficult compared with those of any previous 
examination. Some questions were set even in those portions 
of the books which are taught in the First Arts class and not 
in the Entrance class. As for instance, look at the 6th and 
7th questions in the first mathematics paper. Perhaps the 
object of the University in setting such difficult questions at 
the last examination was to deceive the Government. (6) 
There was some delay in the distribution of the questions in 
history, and therefore the candidates ran in haste towards the 
Registrar’s table to take the question-papers. It was with 
some difficulty that order was restored in the examination- hall. 
Another difficulty arose in connection with the examination 
in history. The copies of the vernacular question-papers were 
found to be less than the number of the Urdu-reading 
candidates. The. Registrar gave the .questiens on, ‘the 


Gul) 


lijstory of India to one half of the eandidates and 
the questions on the history of England to the other half of the 
candidates, and told them to exchange the questions among 
themselves when they had answered their first papers. This 
arrangement led toa great deal of noise and confusion, involv- 
ed loss of time to some students, and mast have afforded 
opportunities to the examinees of consulting with each other. 
(7) When the questions in chemistry were distributed, many 
examinees loudly declared that they had not read chemistry, 
On this the Registrar took the question-papers from them and 
told them that they would be examined vivd voce in natural 
science. But it should be observed that natural science, in- 
cluding chemistry, was included in the subjects of examina- 
tion entered in the prospectus of the examination. The exa- 
minees who did not know chemistry went out of the room and 
consulted their books for some time. They then went again to 
the Registrar, their books in hand, and asked him if the marks 
which those candidates who were answering the questions 
in chemistry received in that subject would he added to their 
marks in other subjects, as if they knew nothing about the 
matter. He, of.course, replied in the affirmative. They said 
that they were not aware of this and that they would endeavour 
to answer them if he again gave them the questions. 
On this he again gave them the question-papers. Then the 
other candidates who had never left the room told him that 
they might have consulted their books during the time they 
were away from the room, and that some of them still had 
their books with them. They even snatched the books from 
some candidates who had them and showed them to the 
Registrar. He then smiled and took the question-papers 
back from the candidates in question. (8) It vas stated in 
the prospectus of the examination that the names of the-suc- 
cessful candidates would be published two weeks after the 
examination; but their names were published after more 
than two months had elapsed. The delay in the publication 
of the reaults is.a source of: great-anxiety to the candidates 
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concerned. The results of the Calcutta University examing- 


tions are always published at the fixed time. 


Dr. Leitner is the absolute master of the Panjab Univer- 
sity and can do what he pleases. During the examination 
held in November, 1880, he was generally late, but still the 
clock was made to indicate 10, whatever the time might be, and 
the result was that the candidates were sometimes detained 
till 5 o’clock, when it was quite dark. At the late examina- 
tion held in May last the “lord of the university college” 
expelled one candidate, named Nizam-ul-din, from the examin- 
ation without telling him what his fault was. If he was 
suspected of using any unfair means, an enquiry should have 
been made into the matter. Two other students—Basant 
Singh and Jaimal Singh—were unjustly kept in the lock-up 
and dishonoured. A great deal has been written in regard to 
their illtreatment in the Tribune, the Bengals, &c. 


The Séhas of the 16th July urges the abolition of the 
— Governorships of Madras and Bom- 
Governorships of Bom- bay on economical grounds. The 
* measure would effect a large saving. 
In the time of Sir John Strachey, the late Financial Minister, 
the powers of Governors were curtailed. Now that the 
Governors have the same powers-as Lieutenant-Governors, 
there is no reason why Governors should be appointed in Bom- 
bay and Madras. The pay of the Governors is greater than 


that of the Lieutenant-Governors. Moreover, as Governors 
for Madras and Bombay are generally imported from Eng- 


land and have no knowledge of the oountry and the people, 
two or three councillors are appointed to assist them in carry- 
ing on the administration. When Licutenant-Governors 


could as well carry on the administration in Bombay and 
Madras as Governors, it is a waste of money to appoint 
Governors instead of Lieutenant-Governors in those provin- 


ces. It is surprising that, although the Government has 


been convinced that it is unnecessary to maintain thes 
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presidencies of Madras and Bombay, the proposed reform 
has not yet been carried out. In regard to the Madras 
Governorship, Lord Hartington said in Parliament the other 
day that the change would necessitate the introduction of a 
a Bill in Parliament, and that the post could not be left vacant 
till the passing of such a Bill. No time should be lost in 
introducing a Bill, as the new arrangement would reduce the 
public expenditure. 


The Bhdérat Bandhu of the 15th July publishes a letter 
communicated by Munshi Indarman, 
in which he states, for the information 
of the public, that the Government of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh has remitted the fine. The editor tenders 
thanks to the local Government on behalf of the whole Hindu 
community for the remission of the fine. (The Kavivachan 
Sudha of the 11th July also expresses great satisfaction at 
the remission of the fine and thanks the Lieutenant- Governor). 


A correspondent of the Ain-al-Akhbdr (Moradabad) of the 
The Revenue Surveyors 17 th July, writing from Naini Tal, 
Office, Naini Tl. states that hitherto the Musalmans 
employed in the office of Major Baron, the Revenue Surveyor, 
were granted leave for some time on every Friday to offer 
their prayers. But he has lately stopped the leave. They 
submitted a petition to him praying for the continuance of 
the leave, but it was rejected by him. They are all mach 
dissatisfied with the stoppage of the leave, and 14 of them 
have resigned their posts. The Government should take the 

matter into consideration and do them justice. — 


The Vrit Dhdrd (published in Marathi at Dhar), of the 
18th July urges that the Government 


Munshi Indarman’s case. 


The appointment of the 


scions of good families to should appoint the scions of noble 


Meh n gp families to high military offices. They 
look down with contempt on ordinary trades and professions, 


The enlistment of ‘their sympathies would. be. & source of 


strength to Britiih rule in this country. 
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The same paper gives the substance of the letters of Bal? a 
Babu Nishi Kant on Nishi Kant, who was Professor of 


Sanskrit at 2 university at St. Peters- 
burgh for some time, which have been published by him in 
English papers, denouncing Russian rule, and remarks that it 
is the earnest prayer of the natives that, so long as they are 
destined to remain under a foreign yoke, the British may 
continue to rule in India. (Babu Nishi Kant’s letters have 
been noticed by several vernacular papers.) 


The same paper says that the cultivators in Malwa chiefly 
The tax levied on opium depend on their opium crops for the 
in India, payment of their land revenue, and 
China is the great consumer of Indian opium. But our opium 
trade is now threatened in several ways. First, the Chinese 
Government is vigorously exerting itself to check the use of 
this poisonous drug in China. Secondly, China has also begun 
to grow opium for home consumption. Moreover, Persia and 
other foreign countries have also begun to export opium to 
China. We are afraid that, in consequence of the heavy tax 
levied by the Government of India on opium, the Indian 
opium-traders will not be able to compete successfully with the 
traders of other countries, In fact, our opium trade is already 
on the decline. If this trade is ruined, both the agricultural 
classes and the native states in Malwa will suffer a great loss, 
because in that case the former will hardly be able to pay the 
land revenue regularly to the latter. Taking this into consider- 
ation, the Government should reduce the tax on opium. 


The Panjdbt Akhbdr of the 20th July, referring to the 


darbar which His Excellency the Vice- 
roy intends to hold at Agra next cold 
weather, remarks that these darbars entail a great expense 
on the native states and should not be held so frequently. 


The Agra darbar. 


The J dm-i-J amshed (Moradabad) of the lat July (received 


The Subordinate Judge n the 21st July) complains of the 
of Moradabad und the edi- alleged misconduct of Maulvi Sani- 


tor oh eee wish Khan, the Subordinate Judge of 


4 
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sikedabod, towards the editor, thanks the Government for 
wi.pdrawipg the Small Cause_Qourt powers from him, and 
prays that the Government will also make an enquiry into 
his illegal proceedings, which have entirely ruined him and 
reduced him to poverty. 
A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nér of the 16th July com- 
The spread of venereal Plains of the spread of venereal dis- 
disease. _ @ases, and urges that the rules to check 
them should be extended to municipalities. 


The Arya. Darpan for May (received on the 23rd July) 
The remarriage of Hindu Urges the remarriage of Hindu 
widows. widows. : , 


 BAILWAY. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nér of the 16th J uly, 
Tordesth of two pamen- writing from Rawal Pindi, states that 


gers caused by want of the passengers in the down train 
ee ile arrived at Rawal Pindi on the 


ern State Railway. 
7th July could not get water at some 


stations preceding Rawal Pindi, and consequently were 
exposed to great inconvenience from want of water. Two of 
them even died of thirst. On the arrival of the train at 
Rawal Pindi, when they were removed from their carriage, 
theyo nly uttered the word “ water and died. The writer 
also complains that the natives are placed in horse-boxes 


on the Panjab Northern State Railway. 
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